Diction Terminology

1. Diction is used interchangeably with language, figurative language, and figures of speech. You will use all of these when analyzing an author’s style (rhetoric). These terms refer to the author’s word choice.

2. Words may be monosyllabic (one syllable in length) or polysyllabic (more than one syllable in length). The higher the ratio of polysyllabic words, the more difficult the content.

3. Words may be colloquial (slang), informal (conversational), or formal (literary).

4. Words may be mainly denotative (containing an exact dictionary meaning), e.g. dress, or connotative (containing a suggested or emotional meaning), e.g. gown. For example, many people associate such things as comfort, love, security, or privacy with a home but do not necessarily make the same associations with a house.

5. Words may be concrete (specific) or abstract (general).

6. Words may be euphonious (pleasant sounding), e.g., butterfly, or cacophonous (harsh sounding), e.g., pus.

