Logical Fallacies
1. ad hominem/personal attack

This fallacy tries to divert attention from the facts of an argument by attacking the motives or character of the person making the argument.

2. appeal to doubtful authority


This occurs when people attempt to bolster an argument with references to experts or famous people.

3. argument from analogy


Analogies can explain abstract or unclear ideas, but they do not constitute proof.

4. begging the question


This method of argumentation assumes in the premise what the arguer should be trying to prove in the conclusion.

5. circular reasoning


This mistake in logic restates the premise rather than give a reason for holding that premise.

6. false dilemma/either-or

This fallacy occurs when you suggest that only two alternatives exist even though there may be others.


7. equivocation


This fallacy occurs when the meaning of a key term changes at some point in an argument.

8. hasty or sweeping generalization


A conclusion is reached on the basis of too little evidence.
9. misleading statistics


Statistics are misrepresented or distorted in an attempt to influence an audience.

10. Non sequitur (It does not follow)


This fallacy occurs when a statement does not logically follow from a previous statement.

11. overgeneralization/stereotyping


This fallacy occurs when a person draws a conclusion about a large number of people, ideas, things, etc. based on very limited evidence.

12. Post coc, ergo propter hoc (After this, therefore because of this)


This fallacy, known as post hoc reasoning, assumes that because two events occur close together in time, the first must be the cause of the second.
13. red herring


This fallacy occurs when the focus of an argument is changed to divert the audience from the actual issue.
14. straw-man argument


This fallacy occurs when the speaker or writer attributes false or exaggerated characteristics or behaviors to the opponent and attacks him or her on those falsehoods.

15. you also (Tu quoque)


This fallacy asserts than an opponent’s argument has no value because the opponent does not follow his own advice.
