AP Language and Composition Exam Commonly Used Multiple-Choice Stems

(Certain words/phrases underlined for emphasis)

The speaker’s primary purpose in the passage is to …

The phrase       functions primarily as…

The attitude of the entire passage (or parts of the passage) is one of …

The author uses this (certain image) for the purpose of …

The main rhetorical strategy of the paragraph is for the purpose of …

The word in context (line       ) is best interpreted to mean…

Lines       can be interpreted to mean…

The reason for the shift in tone is due to …

The word/phrase in line       refers to which of the following?

In relation to the passage as a whole, the statement in the first sentence presents… [syntax]

In lines       the speaker employs which of the following rhetorical strategies?

Which of the following best summarizes the main topic of the passage?

In the sentence beginning      , the speaker employs all of the following EXCEPT…

The style of the passage as a whole is most accurately characterized as…

The principal contrast employed by the author in the passage/paragraph is between…

The primary rhetorical function of lines       is to…

The speaker’s reference to       serves primarily to…

The tone of the passage shifts from one of       to one of      .

The second sentence (line      ) is unified by metaphorical references pertaining to…

It can be inferred by the description of       that which of the following qualities are valued by the speaker?

The antecedent for       in the clause       is…

The type of argument employed by the speaker is most similar to which of the following?

The speaker describes in an order best described as from the…

The pattern of exposition exemplified in the passage is best described as…

The point of view indicated in the phrase in line       is that of…

The atmosphere established in the       sentence of paragraph       is mainly one of…

The function of the clauses introduced by       in lines       is to…

The       sentence in lines       contains which of the following

