Review Quiz: Point of View and Diction    Name:__________________

Point of View

A. first person


D. omniscient

B. second person

E. stream of consciousness

C. third person

F. innocent eye narrator

____1. There was a howl of anger and surprise from the goblins. Loud cried the Lord of the Eagles, to whom Gandalf had now spoken. Back swept the great birds that were with him, and down they came like huge shadows. The wolves yammered and gnashed their teeth; the goblins yelled and stamped with rage.

____2. But he was gone when I popped through the little screen door that led out on the courtyard. There was nobody out there either, to point which way they went. Just the dandelion fork quibbling upright in the ground.
____3. Of two hard things—standing on her feet till she dropped or leaving her last and probably only living child—she chose the hard thing that made him happy, and never put to him the questions she put to herself: What for? What does a sixty-odd-year-old slavewoman who walks like a three-legged dog need freedom for? And when she stepped foot on free ground she could not believe that Halle knew what she didn’t; that Halle, who had never drawn one free breath, knew that there was nothing like it in the world. It scared her.

____4. After a while, you begin to notice little quirks about your new friend, that you feel could be improved upon. You bring it to their attention. You might say, “You know, you sure have a tendency to be late.”
____5. If she hadn’t tried to take him, we all wouldn’t be in this predicament but she may have meant to cause this mess---I don’t know, maybe not. Maybemaybemaybe. What’s her motive? Need? Evil intent. No, no---not evil. Maybe sinister. Is there a difference???

Diction

Formal

cacophanous

Informal

concrete

Colloquial

abstract

Connotation
monosyllabic

Denotation

polysllabic

euphonious

Discuss the use of diction in the passage below using specific references to the text. Use as much diction terminology as possible, and prove in your analysis your understanding of the words you use.
Extra Credit: Translate the passage above into a modern cliché.

It is fruitless to attempt to indoctrinate a superannuated canine with innovative maneuvers. 

