SYNTACTICAL STRATEGIES
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ANAPHORA



	
	"I'm not afraid to die. I'm not afraid to live. I'm not afraid to fail. I'm not afraid to succeed. I'm not afraid to fall in love. I'm not afraid to be alone. I'm just afraid I might have to stop talking about myself for five minutes." (Kinky Friedman, When the Cat's Away, 1988)
	

	

ANASTROPHE



	
	Glistens the dew upon the morning grass.

"Intelligent she was not. In fact, she veered in the opposite direction."
(Max Shulman, The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis. Doubleday, 1951)
	

		

ANTITHESIS


	
	"We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools."
(Martin Luther King, Jr., speech at St. Louis, 1964)
	

	

ASYNDETON



	
	"I have found the warm caves in the woods, filled them with skillets, carvings, shelves, closets, silks, innumerable goods"
(Anne Sexton, "Her Kind")
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CHIASMUS


	
	"He knowingly led and we followed blindly"

“Out went the taper as she hurried in.”



	

	

EPIPHORA/
EPISTROPHE


	
	"Take whatever idiot they have at the top of whatever agency and give me a better idiot. Give me a caring idiot. Give me a sensitive idiot. Just don’t give me the same idiot.”
(Aaron Broussard, president of Jefferson Parish, speaking about FEMA Chief Michael Brown, Sep. 6, 2005)
	

	

JUXTAPOSITION
	

	"Watchmen at lonely railroad crossings in Iowa, hoping that they'll be able to get off to hear the United Brethren evangelist preach. . . . Ticket-sellers in the subway, breathing sweat in its gaseous form. . . . Farmers plowing sterile fields behind sad meditative horses, both suffering from the bites of insects. . . . Grocery-clerks trying to make assignations with soapy servant girls. . . .." (H.L. Mencken. "Diligence." A Mencken Chrestomathy, 1949).
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LITOTES


	
	"The grave's a fine a private place,
But none, I think, do there embrace." (Andrew Marvell, "To His Coy Mistress")

"I am not unaware how the productions of the Grub Street brotherhood have of late years fallen under many prejudices."
(Jonathan Swift, A Tale of a Tub, 1704)
	

	

PARALLELISM


	

	
	"So let us begin anew--remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness, and sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never negotiate out of fear, but let us never fear to negotiate."
(President John Kennedy, Inaugural Address, Jan. 20, 1961)
	

	

POLYSYNDETON


	
	"Let the whitefolks have their money and power and segregation and sarcasm and big houses and schools and lawns like carpets, and books, and mostly--mostly--let them have their whiteness."
(Maya Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, 1969)
	

	

SYLLEPSIS/
ZEUGMA
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	"You are free to execute your laws, and your citizens, as you see fit." (Star Trek: The Next Generation)

"Kill the boys and the luggage!"(Fluellen in William Shakespeare's Henry V)
	



